WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Rights of Way & Commons Committee

17th October 2007

Present:
Cllrs. N. Page, (Chairman), J. Turner, S. Walford & A. Waterfield.

Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Hobden

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

1)
Land off Codicote Road – Clerk to investigate further the ownership of this area.
2)
East Meads – a)  Flooding – An on site meeting of committee members to be arranged.

b)  Electricity Cables – These will go underground on the northern side of the river.  Revised proposed plan awaited.

c)  Man Holes – Cllr. Page will check the levels of the manhole covers.

Note – Contact for the bridge is Thames Water at Reading.

e)  Litter Bins – Cllr. Page and the Clerk to meet with a District Council officer to obtain the District Council’s policy on waste removal from public/play areas.

3)
North Meads – bridleway – This committee recommends that the Parish Council approaches the owners to see if they would donate the land to the Parish Council.

4)
Bore Hole Caps – These are being investigated by ESU.  Letter to be written asking for a recent update on the situation. (Action Clerk).

5)
Aims & Objectives – The Committee’s objectives should be put into the Village Plan.  Clerk to provide members with a list of the Rights of Way and Commons Policy Objectives.

6)
Devils Dyke Storyboard – A reply is needed.  (Action Clerk).

7)
Tree Work – Cllr. Page presented a list of tree work which needs to be undertaken around the village.  By employing a tree surgeon for a day a number of trees can be worked on and this is very cost effective.  (As opposed to having one tree felled/pruned at a time).
8)
Grazing on Nomansland Common – Cllrs. Page, Turner & Walford will visit Epping Forest with District Council officers to see how this area is managed regarding cattle grazing.  A meeting of this committee will be convened on 10th/11th November to assess their findings.

9)
Melissa Field – Mr. Dawes to be asked to remove the broken fencing.

10)
Barrier/Gates – No. 601 locks have been placed on all the Parish Council owned gates and barriers.

11)
Ragwort – a)  Cllr. Page has pulled a great deal of this weed out from a round the parish.


b)  A request for a ragwort report to be made from HCC.  (Action the Clerk).
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11) continued……..

c)  Ragwort is very prolific on the highway verges.  HCC to be queried as to what County’s policy is on ragwort, for example who is responsible for its removal – county or landowners.  (Action the Clerk).

12)
Marshalls Heath – a) The autumn cut around the ant hills has taken place.


b)  Dead trees need removing.


c)  A maintenance policy is to be re-introduced.

13)
Budget Meeting – 11th December 2007.
