WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Playing Fields Committee

27th May 2008

Present:
Cllrs. D. Hills (Chairman), A. Brewster, J. Turner, N. Page, K. Stammers, A. Waterfield, S. Walford with Keith Andrews and Rob Carr from Wheathampstead Lawn Tennis Club.

Apologies for absence:
Cllrs. Begg & Hobden

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

1)         Rent Review – The rent increase for the next 5 years in now overdue for review.

The Parish Council had wanted to see the accounts of the Club before a decision on 

the rent was taken but the Clerk had made enquiries of the Lawn Tennis Association 

and was told the Club did not have to produce these.  The lease states that the

increase must be what a small village club could afford to pay.  The Club has 

programmes especially for children and is involved with both Beech Hyde and St. 

Helen’s Schools.

Cllr. Hills proposed an increase of 11% which would make the annual rent £1500.  

Vote all in favour.  Agreed.  SO RESOLVED.

2)
Surfacing of Tennis Courts – The Club has paid to have the courts pressure washed.  It has also had repairs to the court surface which the Parish Council is obliged to keep in good repair.  The previous Council had not put money in the budget for the surfacing as so much expense had been spent on re building the Club House and for the re fencing which would be happening in 2007.

E-mail from the club received a few months ago had been put in the file waiting for a meeting to take place with the Club.  The Club could not wait for a reply from the Playing Fields Committee so went ahead with having the work done.  This amounts to a total of £7,300 with the pressure wash (£1,300).

The committee accepted that it has the responsibility according to the lease which states that it is a function of the Parish Council to maintain the three tennis hard courts in a reasonably safe condition and with a surface suitable for players of the club tennis.

The Club understood the position the committee is in and would be prepared to receive the money over two years.


The Chairman proposed to take this project to the full Council and recommend the funding of the works to the surface be reimbursed to the Tennis Club in full from the Council reserves, seconded Cllr. Page.  Vote in favour 5 against 2 (one of which was Cllr. Stammers who wished his vote to be recorded).


The Chairman hoped that fences could now be rebuilt between the Tennis Club and the Parish Council and suggested a member of the Club should attend a Playing Fields meeting if anything was on the agenda concerning them.  Both representatives agreed to this and said they would also like someone from the Council to attend their meetings.
